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	Elements of Fiction

	What is the significance of the title of the novel? If the title reflects an important theme/symbol of the novel, explain how it does so?
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	Page #

	




	
	

	Is the setting important in itself or is it merely a backdrop to the action? In other words, could the action be set just as effectively elsewhere? If so, why? If NOT, why not? 
	Passages
	Page #

	




	
	

	How might the characterization and development of the protagonist point to a particular theme or themes? In other words, how is a central theme developed through how the protagonist changes/does not change/refuses to change? 
	Passages
	Page #

	




	
	

	Is there a clear-cut antagonist in the story? If so, how are we supposed to feel about the antagonist? Do our feelings about the antagonist change or evolve? Do the feelings of the protagonist toward the antagonist change or evolve? 
	Passages
	Page #

	




	
	

	What central conflicts exist within the text? What/who is the cause of these conflicts? 
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	Page #

	




	
	

	What is the dominant narrative voice within the text? What is gained from this choice of narration? What is lost? Is the narrator reliable?
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	Page #

	



	
	

	Are there character foils in the text and, if so, what is their function?
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	Literary Devices

	What symbols exist within the text? In what ways do these symbols connect to key themes within the text?
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	Page #

	





	
	

	Which literary devices does the author make use of most often? What affect do these devices have on the reader? 
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	Page #

	





	
	

	Which passage(s) speaks to you most? Why? Does it put into words a feeling/emotion? Is it a well-crafted sentence? How does it use literary devices, word choice, and form to construct meaning?
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	Page #

	





	
	






	Inquiry Questions – Develop Inquiry Questions related to the novel
Try to ask questions using the Question Frames:
· How might …
· Why might …
· To what extent …


	Inquiry Question #1
	Answer / Passages
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	Inquiry Question #2
	Answer / Passages
	Page #

	





	
	

	Inquiry Question #3
	Answer / Passages
	Page #

	





	
	







	Literary Criticism / Critical Literacy

	How are the dominant culture of the time and cultural values reflected in the text?
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	Page #

	





	
	

	To what extent do the sociocultural circumstances that the author may have experienced affect the text? 
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	Page #

	





	
	

	In what ways is this story a partial story? What is mediated? What voices aren’t presented and/or are underrepresented? 
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	Page #

	





	
	

	What binaries exist within the text? How do these binaries correspond with one another? Are these binaries fluid or fixed?
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	Page #

	





	
	

	Are there any metafictional elements and if so, how do they affect our understanding of the text?
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	Page #

	





	
	

	How does the text criticize and/or idealize ideologies? How does the text question social norms? How does the text confirm social norms?
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	Page #

	





	
	

	What other text-to-self, text-to-text, and/or text-to-world connections can you make?
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	Page #

	





	
	



